
 

Eastbourne Samaritans began in 

February 1965, in rented rooms in 

Christ Church, Seaside. 

 

Many branches in the beginning were 

run by clergymen, not surprisingly, 

as the idea originated by a clergyman, Edward Chad Varah, CH, 

CBE, born 12th November 1911, in Barton- upon- Humber. 

The first Director of Eastbourne branch was none other than 

Reverend Freddie Kerr-Dineen, aka Freddie 1. 

The first non-member of clergy to take over as Director, was 

David Merrit Jackson (JP) and up to the time of writing this in 

2019, the branch has had a total of 22 Directors. 

 Different Locations. 

Starting from rented rooms at 

Christ Church, Seaside in 1965, 

Eastbourne branch moved to 30, 

Terminus Road, opposite 

Eastbourne railway station. It 

became established there at the 

start of the seventies and 

remained there for approximately 

nine or ten years. The entrance 

was between two shops which 

still exist, although under different ownership 

these days… 

It's worth mentioning that in the last three years at Terminus 

Road Mr. Ralph Homer, 277 was the then branch Director, and 

would have been Director in the final days before the move to 

27 Susan’s Road. Two previous Directors looked after the 

Terminus Road branch before 

Ralph, Ken Moore, (Ken 5), 

and Marjorie Parry, 

(Marjorie 153).  

Moving to 25 Susan’s Road in 

1979, must have been seen as 

a big improvement at the 

time, as the premises would 

have been much more spacious 

than anything previously. 

There was a drawback that parking was difficult, but All Souls 

church opposite did allow some parking for Volunteers whenever 

possible.  The basement window was to a storage room with a 

toilet to the right behind the steps.  

25 Susan’s Road 

Christ Church, Seaside 

1965 rented rooms 



Behind that was a training room with a kitchen and a rear 

entrance. Under the upper ground floor window was a big 

Samaritan’s sign board and that room was the duty room. Behind 

the duty room was a lobby with tea making facilities, two small 

rooms for visitors and a visitor’s toilet. 

The front room had a bed for the second night duty Volunteer, 

and a sofa bed in the duty room. There was also another toilet, 

and a bathroom behind the then duty room. 

The two windows on the top floor belonged to the training room, 

and behind the training room, a small office used by the 

director. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Between 1989 and 1992 the then director Margaret Bell 397 

instigated a property search and the end result was The Haven 

in Bolton Road. A mortgage from Barclays bank would have been 

required but because of a very generous donation by a benefactor 

it was thankfully not necessary. 13 Bolton Road is thought to 

have been offices before it became the Eastbourne branch of 

Samaritans. 

 On Going Research 

While doing the research for this I’ve discovered that Bexhill 

used to have a Samaritans branch in the sixties. At the time, 

we know Eastbourne and Bexhill supported a caller between them, 

and probably more than we will ever know about. 

I hope to discover more about Bexhill branch, mainly to find out 

when it eventually closed and if it was supporting people at the 

same time as Hastings and Eastbourne. If so, the people along 

this stretch of the coastline would certainly have had good 

Samaritan support.  

Hugh Riddick (by Ralph 277 Homer) 

30 Terminus Road 



When Samaritans was incorporated as a national charity in 1963, 

there was a rapid expansion of the charity’s branches throughout 

the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland.  In Eastbourne, 

the local Council of Churches was active in promoting the cause, 

initially without much support.   Hugh 

Riddick was a young solicitor in the 

town, whose life had been touched by 

suicide. He was a leading promoter of 

Samaritans as a befriending service 

for people in despair.  His efforts, 

alongside those of prominent church 

leaders, helped to obtain public 

backing for the idea, resulting in the 

opening of Eastbourne Samaritans in 

Christ Church rooms on 1st February 1965, the 63rd branch of 

Samaritans to be established. 

Hugh remained a leading volunteer and deputy director in the 

branch.  His continued efforts resulted in the renting of 

centrally located premises at 30 Terminus Road, opposite the 

station, which were more suited to the work of the branch. 

Fittingly, one of the three client reception rooms was named 

‘Hugh’! 

 By 1972, when I joined the branch, Hugh had taken more of a 

back seat whilst remaining Honorary Solicitor.  However, he 

continued to attend General Meetings.  At one of these in 1977 

he mentioned to me, Director at the time, that it would be worth 

the branch trying to buy its own premises.  The result was the 

purchase of a house in Susan’s Road where eventually Hugh became 

Chair of the Management Committee. 

The subsequent move to the appropriately named ‘The Haven’ in 

Bolton Road, coincided with Hugh’s retirement from work.  

Despite his continued involvement in many other local 

organisations, Hugh threw himself into Samaritans with 

enthusiasm.  Until being forced to retire through illness, he 

was a listening volunteer, a leader and general maintenance man.  

When not listening to a distressed caller on the phone or 

supporting the duty volunteers, he might be seen repairing the 

gate, changing a lock or organising building repairs. 

He was last seen in the branch at our Christmas coffee morning 

in December 2014.  Hugh had been a man with clear vision, 

tremendous drive and sound judgement.  His influence on The 

Samaritans of Eastbourne and District was immense.  Moreover, 

he had the kindness and compassion essential in any Samaritans 

volunteer.  Right to the end he was held in great affection by 

all his fellow volunteers who knew him.   

It is always sad to note the passing of a much loved and 

respected colleague, but our overwhelming sentiment must be one 

Former office of Hugh 

Riddick 



of gratitude for all that Hugh Riddick has done for Samaritans 

in Eastbourne. 

 

Founders and Directors… 

 

 

 

 

  

Christ Church, Seaside 

1965 rented rooms 

1  
Reverend  

Freddie Kerr-Deneen 

(Freddie 1), 
Vicar of Holy Trinity 
Director 1965-1966 

2 

 Reverend Edmund 

Gabb 

Baptist minister 

3 
 No identity  
at the moment  

Marjorie Parry 

Marjorie 153 

1976 

Joseph Ralph Homer 

Ralph 277 

1976 - 1979 



 

 

  

4  

Hugh Riddick, solicitor, and later senior 

partner with law firm Mayo and Perkins  

(now Mayo Wynne Baxter) 

(Hugh sadly passed away in 2015) 

5  
Ken Moore, pharmacist and owner 

of Harmer’s Pharmacy in South 

Street, Eastbourne.  (no longer 

in existence). 

6  

Frank Godfrey, our first Treasurer. 

David Merrit Jackson, JP 

David 55 

1966-1970 

Ken Moore 

Ken 5 

1970 - 1976 



 

  

Vi Endacott 

Vi 304 

1979 - 1982 

Roy Bishop 

Roy 374 

1982 - 1983 

Rosemary French 

Rosemary 384 

1983 - 1986 

Ron Dunn 

1986 - 1989 



 

  

Margaret Bell 

Margaret 397 

1989 - 1992 

John Stratton 

John 613 

1992 - 1996 

Nancy Kampschuur 

Nancy 595 

1996 - 1999 

Jane 328 

1999 - 2002 

Peter Bridgewater 

2002 - 2004 



 

  

Dennis Manning 

Dennis 620 

2004 - 2007 

Sandra Mitchell 

Sandra 289 

2007 - 2010 

Pat Smallwood 

Pat 851 

2010 - 2012 

Guy Weller 

Guy 972 

2012 - 2015 

Nigel Knight 

Nigel 979 

2015 - 2016 



 

 Veronica Clark 

Ronnie 978 

2016 - 2018 

Shirley Gardner  

Shirley 782 

2018 - 2019 

Gillian Mills 

Gill 1025 

2019 - present 


